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Scrpps officinls have said the Palm
Beach branch will foous on drug sy -
ery, which is the least developed of the

biotech branches in the Bay area,
Hagen said. But the advantage is that
the small, Young companies are mors
flexible than longer-esablished ones,
"W, of course, will be looking for
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T he decision (o locabe & naton-

ally renowned research cemder in
Falm Beach County rather than
the Tampa Bay area disappointed local
officials, yet they believe the Scripps
Research Instituie decizion will put the
entire state on the map in the fGeld of
biotechnology,

The stuie i= “struggling with the
image of Florda as being for agri-
culture and wourism. The greaest
thing the Scripps project can do on !
o mticnal level is o at least pet peo-
phe 0 guestion their perceptions,”
said Ciuy Hagen, an expert in high-tech
economic development and founder of the
firm Innowvation [nsighi,

Last morith, the Flonda

Legislature approved a deal o
gpend 5310 million, plus
accrued interest, 1w bring a
brunch of the world’s largest
private reseanch cenier to south
Florda,
Hagen Scripps, based in La Jolla,
Calif., is to use the money to pay for things like
lab equipment and staff salaries, and is required
by hire 545 employees within seven years, But the
state hopes the deal will lead o the spinoff of
thousamds of new jobs,

Local experts are hoping the Tampa Bay aes
wiill reap at least some of those rewands,

1 think .,|||_':.'I|1||||].'h Flowicla doses 1o Improve the
wvisibility of the medical sector and help convey
Florida is mlready o major player in ithe life sci-
ence sector would be good for all of ws,” sad
Cieary Havean, president of NI Medical |nc
in St Petersburg and head of the Flonda
Meledlicn] Manulhcierens " Consonium,

.

The Tompa Bay wrea can boast of strong
rescarch progmms alresdy in place at the
University of Sowth Florida and the H. Lee
Moffin Cancer Center & Research Instinute. For
this fiscal vear alone, USF received 52548 mil-
lion in state and federal funding for research, the
second-highest amount of all universities in the
state, said Kod Casto, the school’s associae vice
president Tor economie developiment.,

The H,'|_1.' area also is home to more than 200
medical product indusiries, according 10 o study
conducted last year by USF's Center for
Economic Developaient Heseach

About two-thirds ane medical device manufac
wiiers, with the remamder divided belween
biotech and pharmaceutical firms, Together,
they accounted Tor mone than 10O b local

Iy and generated an estimated $2.1
billkon in economic activiry, the sudy

fionanl.

Scripps officials have said the Palm
Beach branch will focus on dmg discoy-
ery, which is the least developed of the
bintech branches in the Bay area,

Higesin saicl Bt the advantage i thal

the small, young companies ane miore
flexible than longer-established ones,
“We, of course, will be looking for
wiys 0 collaborate with™ Scripps,
swid Paul Swnberg, chairman of

Saneron CCEL Thempeutics Inc., o

Tampa company focusing on stem cell
iherapy 0 freal stroke, spinal cord
injurics mnd oiher medical conditions,

He smid the Scripps program “will bring

bints of mew sclence, (and) lots of mew ways
of daoing siness™ o the sate,

In sddition, Scripps is used © spinning ol
intellectual property and spinning off companies
for economic development, Sanberg said,

While Sanberg expects companies 1o conoen-
irate around Scripps i sowth
Florida, he thinks the entire stole
cin bemelit

Tampa Bay area companies
aren | expecied o |.|u.n.'L up Ty |
move souih o Palm Beach
Coundy, where biolech s ol
well developed.

Instesd, Randy Simmons, Smmoens
chairman of the Greater Tampa Chamber of
Commerce's Commitbes  of 1040, predicis
Scripps will have to “rely on the existing mira-
atpicture and tlent pool theoughout the siae.”

Bay arca officials don’t believe the destance to
e SCRAPPE, page 1F




' SCRIPPS: Leader says it’s time to put

Bay area’s biotechnology into high gear

FROM PAGE 11
Palm Beach County will deter collabora-
L,

Simmons, who recently went on o fact-
finding mission (o California, said biotech
is conceniraied in both San Diego and
northem Coalifome.

“There are no bamiers,” he said. “There
k& ain enormous ekl af collabormbion™

Mike Poland, head of the Gulf Cosist Life

| Sciences Initiative, which works io speed

| the developmend of the area’s life sciences

indbustry, smid the slote o rise shove its
historical parochialism and termitonalism.
But in efforts to lure investors 1o the
Bav area, “I"d rather have the venture cap-
italists in Palm Beach, trying o get them

over 10 Tempa, than have the venture cap-
italists in Bosion, and fry to get them
down 10 Tampa,"

More must be done to develop mfra-
siructure [0 suppori
hintech companies and fo
bolster USF's Research
Park, where ground-
breaking for Iwo new
buildings is scheduled
for January, Polamd said,

50 far, development of
the hiotech industry in
the Bay ares has been done at a “methaod-
ical, steady pace,” Poland said, "“We need
i accelerste that, or we will be lef
behind.”

Poland



